The Chosen: Guiding Questions (Chapters 1-5)
During the course of our study of The Chosen, I will provide you with questions to consider as you read the text at home. Many of these questions are open-ended, so they’re meant as starting points for discussion—not ending points. Please choose 6 questions to answer to the best of your ability (at least a paragraph per question) and come to class prepared to discuss your answers with others. A word of advice: sometimes, if you’re having trouble understanding a chapter or it just seems irrelevant, re-read it. I promise it helps! 
Happy reading.
Most of the motifs in this novel are introduced in the first chapter. I’ve listed a few below. Try to think about these motifs as you continue reading in the book and see where/how they present themselves.
· Vision and sight, perception—seeing things clearly, as they are
· The struggle between being Jewish and being American
· Being set apart from the world versus being a part of it
· Friendship

· Religious questioning
· Choosing your own path versus what is chosen for you

1. Tell me about the epigraph of this book. What is it saying?

2. Potok sets these two teams--one wearing long earlocks and tzizit, the other just tzizit—in a softball game. Why does he choose softball? What is he asking you to think about/consider by placing these characters in a softball game in the middle of Williamsburg?
3. Why does Danny hate Reuven so much? Is the feeling reciprocated? Do they actually hate each other?
4. “I stood in that room for a long time, watching the sunlight and listening to the sounds on the street outside. I stood there, tasting the room and the sunlight and the sounds, and thinking of the long hospital ward. . . . I wondered if little Mickey had ever seen sunlight come though the windows of a front room apartment. . . . Somehow everything had changed. I had spent five days in a hospital and the world around seemed sharpened now and pulsing with life.”
Potok could have had Danny injure any part of Reuven's body. Why did he choose Reuven's eye? Do you see any symbolism?

5. The historical events that take place in this book--and there are many--may seem to be a digression, a tangent. They are not. Why do you think Potok sets his story against the backdrop of all these events? Do they mean anything?

6. Compare and contrast: Danny and Reuven (think STEAL)
7. Compare and contrast: Danny and Reuven’s relationships with their respective fathers.

8. What role does "choice" play in this novel? (Notice the word "chosen”; it's the passive form of “choice.”) 
9. Which is more desirable: to be chosen or to make a choice?

10. In what ways are Reuven and Danny surprised by each other?

11. Did you ever try to befriend someone with as much purpose and planning as Danny tries to befriend Reuven?

12. Which teenager needs the other more? (Explain.)
13. Why is Danny's wish to become a psychologist--or the fact that he reads in the library—so taboo?
14. After Danny reveals his doubts about God's will and Reuven responds, the two boys “[sit] in silence a long time. It was a warm silence, though, not in the least bit awkward.” This brief passage foreshadows the multifaceted role silence plays later in the novel. 

Why, according to Danny, does his father raise him "in silence?" Do you think it's possible to raise a child "in silence?"

15. Potok spends a great deal of time describing the physical appearance of Reuven's home. What can you tell about Reuven, his father and their relationship, from their apartment?

16. Please look up the following people and tell me about their key acheivements: Theodore Herzl, Chayim Nachman Bialik, Chaim Weizmann. 

