The Chosen: Guided Reading Questions
Please answer any 4 of these questions, and come up with one THICK question of your own that you answer. We will use your question in our discussion. So, you should be answering 5 questions in total.

Chapters 9-12
1. Reuven calls Billy’s father and finds out that Billy’s surgery was not successful. Why does this bother Reuven so much? Why does Potok juxtapose this phone call with the scene of the spider and the fly?
2. Do you remember the scene at the hospital (pg TK) in which Danny tells Reuven about reading Hemingway, specifically about a scene in which an ant is burned on a log? (Re-read the passage to remind yourself.) How does Danny respond to this scene in Hemingway? Compare this to how Reuven deals with the scene of the spider and the fly. Can you extrapolate anything about their personalities based on their behavior in these scenes?

3. Danny and Reuven’s Brownstones are almost identical. Notice that Reuven’s home has artwork on the wall—specifically, of certain Jewish figures. Why do you think Potok chooses to leave the floor Danny shares with his father free of artwork? For that matter, why do you think Potok chooses to make the two boys live in identical buildings?
4. “My son is my most precious possession. I have nothing in the world compared to my son.” What is most baffling at this point in the novel is why Reb Saunders will not tell his son that he loves him, why he will not even talk to his son except about religion. How does Reb Saunders show his love for Danny? How does he talk to him?
5. What happens to Danny as he reads more and more of Freud? Why do you think this happens?

6. Look at page 201. “I was really concerned about his health because all along I’ve wanted him to be able to take my father’s place. That was something, alright, when I realized that. How am I doing? Are you bored yet?” How has Danny's knowledge of himself changed over the course of the novel?
7. Danny tells Reuven that he trusts his father, yet he also pities him. Compare and contrast Danny to his father. How are they both alike and different?

8. Notice Reuven’s mention of Danny’s sister, the way Danny brushes it off, and then comes back to it on his own a page later. What can you say about the relationship between Danny and Reuven at this point?

9. Book II ends with Danny wearing glasses. Is this symbolic?
