The Chosen: Reading Guide Questions:
Please choose 5 questions to respond to. This is due on Thursday, January 9.
Chapters 6-8

1. “The Chmielnicki uprising was a physical disaster; the false Messiah was a spiritual disasater.” What does David Malter mean by this? How did events in Poland and Jewish history lead up to these “disasters”?

2. Based on what you’ve seen, what are some pros and cons of the Hasidic way of life?

3. Explain the epigraph in Book II. More important, why does Potok use this quote here?
4. Is your own relationship with your parents closer to that of Reuven’s  or Danny’s? 

5. Notice that even though Reuven is not Hasidic, he still understands Yiddish and can even speak it if he needs to. What conclusions can you draw about the Jewish American population in the 40’s compared to the Jewish population of today?

6. “He was talking quietly and grinning broadly. ‘I read some of your father’s articles. Sneaked them off my father’s desk. That one passage in Keddushin about the business with the king is very good. It’s full of real apikorsische stuff.” Why is Danny grinning as he says this? As the book proceeds, think about this comment—and whether Danny would still grin and say this at the book’s end.

7. Danny’s voice and facial expressions change throughout the time his father is in the room with him and Reuven. Can you point out some of these changes? What do you make of them? Are they responding to anything?

8. Do you find it odd that, according to Potok’s text, Danny and Reuven do not exchange a word from the time Reb Saunders enters the room until he leaves? How do you explain this? (Or do you disagree?)
9. Did you like or dislike Reb Saunder’s method of quizzing his son? Explain. Does Potok seem to take a side?

10. Modern Orthodox Jews like David Malter believe they are following God’s will completely, even though they do not necessarily immerse themselves in Torah all the time, as Reb Saunders thinks God wants you to. How do you think they reconcile this departure from Torah?

p.s. What modern-day school is the Hirsch College referring to?

