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GOALS
This course is designed to teach two primary skills: reading critically and writing well. More specifically, students in this class will learn to:

· Ask (and sometimes answer) THICK questions

· Consider new ideas 
· Learn to think

· Annotate texts 

· Look for larger themes  

· Understand how syntax and diction make good writing

· Improve English grammar and punctuation
· Develop clear and precise thesis statements

· Prove those thesis statements through well-argued, well-structured essays

· Self edit

· Write a research paper

METHOD

In order to accomplish these goals, students will be writing a great deal. I will edit their essays and ask them to revise them. Students are graded on their revisions, not their first drafts. My hope is that this will train them not only to write more effectively, but also to self-edit.

Students will also keep in-class journals. In contrast to the at-home essay, the journal serves as a “comfort zone”—a place in which students may write however they wish (on a predetermined topic). Journals are not graded. My hope is that this will allow students to experiment with their writing and think freely.

Class-time itself is structured around seminar-like discussions and other activities. During discussions, students are expected to participate actively—both as speakers and as listeners. 

MATERIALS 
Students will be reading a medley of short stories, poetry, novels and essays. We're beginning the year with the short stories of Isaac Asimov, W.P. Kinsella, Shirley Jackson, Edgar Allen Poe, Rod Serling, and Ray Bradbury. Our first major text will be Thornton Wilder’s “Our Town,” followed by Chaim Potok’s The Chosen and Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird. Each book will conclude with a unit project or final essay. Other units on research writing, grammar and, if time, a mock trial, will be interspersed.
Ultimately, my goal is to help students love reading and writing as much as I do. I look forward to an exciting and inspiring year with your children.

